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FARM-LIFE  SCHOOL  LAW 


EXPLANATIONS 


J.  Y.  JOYNER 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF   PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION 
OF   NORTH    CAROLINA 


E.  M.  UZZELL  a  CO..  STATE  PRINTERS 
RALEIGH 


[Chapter  S4,  Public  Laws  1911.] 

COUNTY  FARM-LIFE  SCHOOL  LAW. 


AX  ACT  TO  I'ROVIDE  FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  AND 
MAINTENANCE  OF  COUNTY  FARM-LIFE  SCHOOLS  AND 
FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  HOME- 
MAKING. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Xorth  Carolina  do  enact: 

Sectiox  1.  There  shall  be  established  and  maiutaiued  in  every 
county  complying;  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  hereinafter  set 
forth  a  school  to  be  known  as  a  "County  Farm-life  School"  for 
the  training  and  preparation  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  said  county 
for  farm  life  and  home-making. 

THE  AIM  OF  THE  COUNTY  FARM-LIFE  SCHOOL. 

Sec.  2.  The  aim  of  said  school  shall  be  to  prepare  boys  for  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  farm  life  and  to  prepare  girls  for  home- 
making  and  housekeeping  on  the  farm.  The  course  of  study  in 
said  school  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  and  an  advisory  board  on  farm-life 
schools,  to  be  appointed  by  him:  Provided,  however,  that  the 
course  of  study  shall  include  practical  work  on  the  farm  by  the 
boys  and  practical  work  in  all  subjects  relating  to  housekeeping 
and  home-making  by  the  girls. 

BOARD   OF  TRUSTEES. 

Sec.  3.  Said  school  shall  be  under  the  control  and  management 
of  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  town- 
ship in  the  county,  appointed  by  the  county  board  of  education, 
who  shall  serve  until  their  successors  shall  be  appointed.  The 
tirst  board  of  trustees  shall  be  divided  by  the  county  board  of 
education  into  three  as  nearly  equal  groups  as  possible — one  group 
shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  two  years,  one  group  for  a  term 
of  four  years,  and  one  group  for  a  term  of  six  years.  Upon  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  any  trustee,  his  successor  shall 
be  appointed  for  a  term  of  six  years.  The  county  superintendent 
of  public  instruction  shall  be  ex  offieio  a  member  of  said  board 
and  secretary  thereof.  All  vacancies  occurring  by  death,  resig- 
nation, or  otherwise  in  said  board  shall  be  tilled  for  the  unex- 
pired term  by  the  county  board  of  education. 

Sec.  4.  Within  ten  days  after  any  county,  township,  or  town- 
ships shall  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  here- 
inafter set  forth  for  the  maintenance  and  equipment  of  said 
school,  the  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  shall  be  appointed, 
and  the  county  superintendent  shall  duly  notify  them  to  meet  at 
the  county-seat  within  ten  days  after  their  appointment,  to  qualify 
and  organize. 


LOCATION. 

Sec.  5.  After  due  advei'tisement,  inviting  bids  for  the  location  of 
said  school  within  said  county,  said  board  of  trustees  shall  locate 
it  at  such  place  in  said  county  as  shall  offer  the  largest  financial 
aid  for  maintenance  and  equipment,  having  due  regard  for  desira- 
bility and  suitability  of  location;  Provided,  lioicever,  that  said 
school  shall  not  be  located  in  any  city  or  town  of  more  than 
one  thousand  inhabitants,  nor  within  two  miles  of  the  corporate 
limits  of  any  city  or  town  of  more  than  tive  thousand  inhabitants. 

BUILDINGS,  FARM,   MAINTENANCE,   ETC. 

Sec.  (I.  For  the  maintenance  of  said  school,  the  county  or  town- 
ship or  school  district,  or  all  combined,  wherein  it  is  located  shall 
provide  annually,  by  taxation  or  otherwise,  not  less  than  twenty- 
tive  hundred  dollars.  The  county  or  township  or  school  district, 
or  all  combined,  shall  also  provide  by  bond  issue,  or  otherwise, 
the  following  equipment  for  said  school :  A  school  building  with 
recitation  rooms  and  laboratories  and  apparatus  necessary  for 
efficient  instruction  in  the  jtrescribed  subjects  of  study;  dormitory 
buildings  with  suitable  acconnnodations  for  not  less  than  twenty- 
tive  boys  and  twenty-five  girls ;  a  barn  and  dairy  building  with 
necessary  equipment ;  a  farm  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  acres 
of  good  arable  land.  All  of  said  buildings  shall  be  located  on  said 
farm,  and  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance  with  plans  approved 
by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  entire 
e(piipment  shall  be  subject  to  his  approval  and  acceptance  after 
inspection:  Provided,  however,  that,  upon  recommendation  of  the 
bojird  of  trustees  and  the  presentation  of  satisfactory  reasons 
therefor,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  may  grant 
permission  to  said  board  of  trustees  to  accept  any  suitable  and 
properly  equipped  school  building  already  constructed,  though  it 
may  not  be  located  on  said  farm,  provided  it  be  located  within 
reasonable  and  convenient  distance  thereof,  and  may  also  grant 
permission  to  reduce  the  required  acreage  for  the  farm  to  not  less 
than  ten  acres. 

PROVISION  FOR  ELECTION   IN  COUNTY. 

Sec.  7.  Upon  written  request  of  the  county  board  of  education 
of  any  county,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  said  county 
may.  in  their  discretion,  order  an  election  to  be  held  in  said 
county,  in  accordance  with  the  law  governing  general  elections 
therein,  as  nearly  as  may  be:  Provided:  hoivevev,  that  a  new 
registration  shall  be  ordered  for  said  election ;  and  not  less  than 
thirty  days'  notice  of  said  election  shall  be  given  at  the  court- 
house door  and  three  other  public  places  in  said  county,  and  if 
there  be  newspapers  published  in  said  county,  a  notice  of  said 
election  shall  also  1)e  published  weel^ly  for  four  successive  weeks 


precetliuir  said  election  iu  one  newspaiier  tliereiu;  and  the  regis- 
trars and  polUiolders  shall  canvass  the  vote  cast,  declare  the  re- 
sult, and  duly  certify  the  returns  to  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, and  the  returns  shall  be  recorded  in  the  records  of  said 
board  of  countj'  commissioners.  At  said  election  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  qualified  voters  of  the  county  the  question  of  levy- 
ing and  collecting  a  special  tax  on  all  taxalde  property  and  polls 
of  said  county  for  the  maintenance  and  equipment  of  a  "county 
farm-life  school"  therein.  At  such  election  those  favoring  the  levy- 
ing and  collection  of  such  a  tax  for  said  purpose  shall  vote  a 
ballot  on  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  the  words  "For 
County  Farm-life  School" ;  and  those  opposed  shall  vote  a  ballot 
on  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  the  words  "Against  County 
Farm-life  School."  If  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  shall  vote 
"For  County  Farm-life  School."  then  all  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect,  and  the  county  commissioners 
shall  annually  levy  and  cause  to  be  collected,  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  at  the  same  time  as  other  taxes  of  the  county  are  levied 
and  collected,  a  tax  on  all  property  and  polls  of  the  county  suf- 
ficient to  provide  the  sum  required  of  said  county  under  section 
six  of  this  act  for  the  annual  maintenance  of  said  school,  and,  in 
addition,  the  sum  required  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest 
on  such  bond  issue  fjs  may  be  found  necessary  for  providing  the 
equipment  for  said  school  required  under  section  six  of  this  act. 
as  said  interest  accrues,  and  to  create  a  sinlving  fund  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  ofC  and  discharging  said  bonds  as  they  become  due. 
The  bond  of  the  sheriff  or  tax  collector  of  said  county  shall  be 
responsible  for  said  tax  to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  liable  for  other 
taxes  collected  by  him. 

BONDS   TO    BE    ISSUED. 

Sec.  S.  If  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  at  the  "election 
herein  provided  for  shall  vote  "For  County  Farm-life  School,"  it 
shall  be  deemed  and  held  that  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters 
are  in  favor  of  granting  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of 
said  county  authority  to  issue  bonds  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the 
necessary  equipment  prescribed  in  section  six  of  this  act ;  and 
such  authority  shall  be  granted  to  and  vestetl  in  said  board  of 
county  commissioners,  and  said  board  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  issue  and  sell  bonds  in  the  name  of  said  counts'  to 
an  amount  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  of  such  de- 
nomination and  of  such  proportion  a.s  said  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners may  deem  advisable,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  nt)t  to  exceed 
six  per  centum,  with  interest  coupons  attached,  payable  at  such 
time  or  times  and  at  such  place  or  places  as  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable bv  said  board  of  county  commissioners,  such  bonds  to  be 
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of  such'  form  and  tenor  and  transferable  in  such  way,  and  the 
prhicipal  thereof  payable  or  redeemable  at  such  time  or  times,  not 
less  than  fifteen  j^ears  from  the  date  thereof,  and  at  such  place 
or  places,  as  said  board  of  county  commissioners  may  determine. 
The  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  bonds  shall  be  ex- 
pended by  said  board  of  county  commissioners  in  providing,  by 
purchase  or  otherwise,  the  equipment  in  land,  buildings,  and  ap- 
paratus required  in  section  six  of  this  act  for  the  "county  farm- 
life  school":  Provided,  Iwicever,  that  the  treasurer  of  said  county 
shall  receive  no  compensation  for  receiving  or  disbursing  the 
money  which  may  be  received  from  the  sale  of  said  bonds. 

ELECTION    IN    TOWNSH !  P— ISSUANCE   OF    BONDS   TO 
SECURE   LOCATION. 

Sec.  9.  The  county  commissioners  of  any  county  that  has  voted 
for  the  establishment  of  a  "county  farm-life  school"  therein  shall, 
upon  petition  of  one-fourth  of  the  freeholders  in  any  township 
applying  to  the  trustees  of  said  "county  farm-life  school"  to  secure 
the  location  of  said  school  therein,  order  an  election  therein,  to  be 
held  after  thirty  days'  notice  at  three  public  places  in  said  town- 
ship, under  the  law  governing  State  and  county  elections  as 
nearly  as  may  be;  and  the  returns  of  said  election  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  the  registrars  and  pollholders  to  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  and  the  same  shall  be  recorded  in  the  records  of 
said  county  commissioners ;  at  which  election  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  qualified  voters  of  said  township  the  question  of  issuing  bonds 
in  a  sum  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  the  amount 
of  said  bond  issue  to  be  set  out  in  the  petition  for  said  election, 
and  of  levying  and  collecting  on  all  taxable  property  and  polls 
in  said  township  a  special  tax  sufficient  to  provide  for  tlie  payment 
of  the  interest  on  said  township  bonds  as  it  accrues  and  to  create 
a  sinking  fund  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  and  discharging  said 
township  bonds  as  they  become  due.  At  such  election,  those 
favoring  the  levying  and  collection  of  such  a  tax  for  said  purpose 
shall  vote  a  ballot  on  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  the  words 
"For  County  Farm-life  School,"  and  those  opposed  shall  vote  a 
ballot  on  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  the  words  "Against 
County  Farm-life  School."  If  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters 
at  said  election  shall  vote^"For  County  Farm-life  School,"  then  it 
shall  be  deemed  and  held  that  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters 
are  in  favor  of  granting  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of 
said  county  authority  to  issue  bonds  in  the  name  of  said  township 
in  such  amount  as  shall  have  been  named  in  the  petition  and 
notice  of  election,  to  be  sold  by  said  commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  in  providing  the  buildings  and  farm  and  other  equip- 
ment for  the  "county  farm-life  school,"  provided  said  school  shall 
be  located  in  said  township ;  and  if  said  school  shall  be  located 
in  said  township,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  shall  annually 


lew  and  cause  to  be  collected,  in  the  same  mannev  aud  at  the 
"ne  thue  as  other  taxes  of  the  county  are  levie.1  and  col  ected.  a 
axon  all  proi^erty  and  polls  in  said  township,  sufficient  to  pro- 
V  de  for  the  payment  of  interest  on   said  township  ^onds  as  i 
accrues  and  to  create  a  sinking  fund  for  the  purpose  of  pa.i  . 
oft-  and  discharging  said  township  bonds  as  they  become  due    and 
^d  ^ard  of  county  commissioners  is  hereby  -^ori^  and  en.      . 
powered   to   issue   and   sell   said   bonds   of   said    township   to   the 
am;::i:f  specitied  in  said  petition  and  notice  of  f^^-;/l^ 
denomination   and   of   such   proportion  as   said  boaul   ot   county 
commissioners  may  deem  advisable,  bearing  "^terest  a    a  x  ate  no 
to  exceed  six  per  centum,  with  interest  coupons  attached,  payab  e 
at  the  time  or  times  and  at  the  same  place  or  places,  and  ot  the 
'ame  form  and  tenor,   and  the  principal  thereof  l-y^ble  or  re^ 
definable  at  the  same  time  or  times  and  at  the  same  place  oi 
H^sTs  the  county  bonds  issued  by  said  board  of  county  con- 
m  doners  for  the  -equipment   of  said  '-county  farm-life  school 
The  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  township  bonds  shal 
he   a    led  to  the  proceeds   arising  from  the  sale  of  said  coun  j 
bonis   Ind  expended  therewith  by  said  board  of  county  commis- 
Tnlrs  in  providing,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  the  e<l-pmeii^  - 
iVnd  buildings,  and  apparatus  required  in  this  act  for  the    county 
^m-S^chool":     ProviaC.  Iwrcever,  that  any  1:wo  or  inore  con- 
.uous  townships  bidding  for  the  location  of  said  -county    aiin- 
ft  school"  may  unite  and  hold  an  election  upon  the  same  terms 
and  c^^  tions  as  are  herein  provided  for  one  township  for  the 
location  of  the  "county  farm-life  school"'   at  such  point   m  sa  d 
townsh  ps  as  may  be  determined  by  the  board  of  trustees  o    said 
'couny  farm-life  school-:     ProvMe^l,  that  the  amount  of  bonds 
aTorLd  to  be  issued  by  one  or  more  townships  m  order     o 
secure  the  location  of  the  "county  farm-life  school'  m  a  gne 
ownship  shall  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  bonds  authorized 
o  be  issued  bv  the  county,  so  as  to  limit  the  total  issue  of  bonds 
for  farm,  buildings,  and  equipment  to  twenty-live  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

IF  ELECTION  FAILS  IN  COUNTY,  TOWNSHIP  OR  CONTIGU- 
OUS TOWNSHIPS  MAY  PROVIDE  FOR  ESTABLISHMENT 
OF  COUNTY  FARM-LIFE  SCHOOL. 

^FC  10  In  case  an  election  shall  be  ordered  and  held  in  any 
co^nt;  as  herein  provided  for  the  establishment  ^nd  maintenance 
of  a""countv  farm-life  school"  therein,  and  a  majority  of  the 
nualifiel  voters  at  such  an  election  shall  fail  to  vote  "For  County 
f'-ii  Me  school,''  any  township  in  said  county,  or  any  two  or 
mo"  ontiguous  townships  in  said  county,  shall,  upon  petition  of 
one  fourth  of  the  freeholders  therein  to  the  board  ot  coun  y  com- 
n^mrn-s  of  said  county,  have  an  election  ordered  by  said  com- 
nss  oners  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  m  sec- 


tion  uiue  of  this  act:  Provided,  that  a  new  registration  sliall  be 
ordered;  and  if  in  sncli  election  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters 
in  said  township  or  townships  shall  vote  "For  County  Farm-life 
School."'  then,  in  that  event,  it  shall  be  deemed  and  held  that  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  of  said  county  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  issue  and  sell  bonds  in  the  name  of  said  township 
or  townships  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  to  levy  and  cause  to  be  collected,  in  the  same  manner 
and  at  the  same  time  as  other  taxes  of  the  county  are  levied  and 
collected,  a  sufficient  tax  on  all  property  and  polls  in  said  town- 
ship or  townships  to  comply  with  all  the  conditions  named  in  this 
act  for  the  maintenance  and  equipment  of  a  "county  farm-life 
school,"  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  are  herein  provided  for 
the  issuance  and  sale  of  county  uonds  and  the  levying  and  collec- 
tion of  a  county  tax  for  said  purpose ;  and  the  said  "county  farm- 
life  school"  shall  thereupon  be  located  at  such  point  in  said  town- 
ship or  townships  as  may  be  determined  by  the  board  of  trustees 
of  said  "county  farm-life  school"  providetl  for  in  this  act ;  and 
such  school,  when  thus  established,  shall  be  a  "county  farm-life 
school"  for  said  county,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  obligations  and  conditions  prescribed  in  this  act 
for  "county  farm-life  schools."  except  as  herein  otherwise  pro- 
vided: Provided  further,  that  at  any  time  after  the  establishment 
of  said  "county  farm-life  school"  by  the  township  or  townships 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  county  may.  under  the 
provisions  of  section  seven  of  this  act.  hold  an  election  as  therein 
provided;  and  if  at  said  election  a  majority  of  the  (pialified 
voters  of  the  county  shall  vote  "For  County  Farm-life  School."  and 
the  tax  and  bond  issue  provided  for  in  said  section  seven  for  the 
maintenance  and  equipment  of  a  "county  farm-life  school"  shall  be 
provided  as  directed  therein  by  the  county  commissioners  for  the 
entire  county,  said  school,  established  under  this  section  by  the 
township  or  townships,  shall  become  a  "county  farm-life  school" 
in  all  respects  like  a  "county  farm-life  school"  established  under 
section  seven  hereof ;  and  the  bonds  of  the  township  or  townships 
and  the  tax  levied  for  the  maintenance  of  said  school  and  for 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  said  bonds,  under  this  section,  shall 
be  assumed  by  the  entire  county,  as  provided  in  section  seven 
hereof,  and  the  bonds  of  said  township  or  townships  shall  be  can- 
celed by  substituting  therefor  the  county  bonds  provided  for  in 
section  seven  hereof. 

HIGH-SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  CONDUCTED  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH   COUNTY   FARM-LIFE  SCHOOL. 

Sec.  11.  There  shall  be  established  and  maintained  in  con- 
nection with  each  "county  farm-life  school"  such  a  high-school 
course  of  study  as  is  prescribed  under  the  public  high-school  law 
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of  the  State  for  first-grade  public  liigli  schools;  and  for  the 
mainteiiauce  of  said  high-school  department  of  the  "county  farm- 
life  school"  there  shall  be  the  same  county  and  State  apportion- 
ments as  are  now  made  and  required  for  a  first-grade  public  high 
school  under  the  provisions  of  the  public  high-school  law  of  the 
State.  If  an  additional  apportionment  for  said  high-school  de- 
partment of  said  school  cannot  be  made  out  of  the  State  appro- 
priation for  public  high  schools,  then  the  State  and  county  aji- 
propriations  for  one  or  more  of  the  existing  high  schools  in  said 
county  shall  be  transferred  to  the  maintenance  and  support  of 
said  high-school  department  of  said  "county  farm-life  school." 
If  said  "county  farm-life  school"  shall  be  located  at  the  same 
place  with  some  existing  public  high  school  in  said  cotmty,  estab- 
lished and  maintained  under  the  public  high-school  law  of  the 
State,  then  said  public  high  school  shall  be  merged  into  and  be- 
come the  high-scliool  department  of  said  "county  farm-life  school" 
as  an  organic  part  thereof;  and  the  appropriations  for  the  main- 
tenance thereof  shall  be  the  same  as  the  appropriations  now  re- 
quired for  a  first-grade  public  high  school  under  the  provisions 
of  the  public  high-school  law  of  the  State.  The  requirements  for 
teachers  in  said  high-school  department  of  the  "county  farm-life 
school"  shall  be  the  same  as  are  now  required  for  high-school 
teachers  under  the  said  high-school  law.  Said  high-school  de- 
partment and  course  of  study,  however,  and  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  same  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  the  principal  of  the  "county  farm-life 
school."  and  shall  be  conducted  as  an  organic  part  of  said  school. 

CERTIFICATION   OF  TEACHERS. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  shall  be  employed  as  principal  in  charge  of 
any  "county  farm-life  school"  who  does  not  hold  a  high-school 
teacher's  certificate  on  all  required  subjects  except  Latin,  Greek, 
and  modern  languages,  including  an  additional  certificate  from  the 
State  Board  of  Examiners  and  the  president  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts,  stating  that  he  has 
furnished  satisfactory  evidence  to  them  of  his  qualifications  by 
special  training  and  practical  experience  for  said  position.  And 
no  ])erson  shall  be  employed  in  the  department  of  said  "county 
farm-life  school"  for  the  special  training  of  girls  for  home-making 
and  housekeeping  on  the  farm  who  does  not  hold  a  high-school 
teacher's  certificate  on  all  required  subjects  except  Latin,  Greek, 
and  modern  languages,  including  an  additional  certificate  from 
the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and  the  president  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal and  Industrial  College,  stating  that  such  person  lias  furnished 
to  them  satisfactory  evidence  of  qualifications  by  special  training 
and  practical  experience  for  said  position. 
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AGRICULTURAL  AND  FARM-LIFE  EXTENSION  AND  DEMON- 
STRATION—SHORT COURSES  FOR  ADULTS,  MEN  AND 
WOMEN. 

Sec.  13.  It  shall  be  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  faculty  of  each 
"county  farm-life  school"  to  conduct  agricultural  farm-life  exten- 
sion and  demonstration  work  in  said  county,  in  cooperation,  as  far 
as  possible,  with  such  work  carried  on  in  said  county  by  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture,  the  North  Carolina  College  of  Agri- 
culture and  Mechanic  Arts,  and  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture;  to  hold  township  and  district  meetings  in  various 
parts  of  the  county  from  time  to  time  for  farmers  and  farmers' 
wives;  to  cooperate  with  the  county  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction and  with  the  county  commissioner  of  agriculture,  where 
such  officer  exists,  in  stimulating,  directing,  and  supervising  prac- 
tical farm-life  work  in  the  public  high  schools  and  the  elementary 
schools  of  the  county,  and  in  providing  instruction,  through  the 
county  teachers'  association  and  through  special  short  courses  of 
study  at  said  "county  farm-life  school,"  for  the  public  school 
teachers  of  said  county.  There  shall  be  provided  in  the  courses 
of  study  of  said  "county  farm-life  school,"  short  courses  in  farm- 
life  studies  to  which  shall  be  admitted  adult  farmers,  men  and 
women;  and  there  shall  be  held  at  said  "county  farm-life  school." 
annually,  one  or  more  county  meetings  :^or  the  farmers  and  their 
wives  of  said  county  for  instruction  and  demonstration  work.  All 
of  the  work  herein  required  and  all  other  work  of  the  "county 
farm-life  school"  shall  be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
county  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  said  school  shall 
in  all  respects  be  an  organic  part  of  the  county  public  school 
system. 

ADMISSION   OF  STUDENTS   FROM   OTHER  COUNTIES. 

Sec.  14.  The  board  of  trustees  of  the  "county  farm-life  school" 
of  any  county  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  admit  stu- 
dents from  other  counties  of  the  State  to  said  school  upon  pay- 
ment of  such  rate  of  tuition  as  said  board  of  trustees  may  fix; 
but  all  students  who  are  residents  of  the  county  in  which  said 
school  is  located  shall  be  admitted  to  said  school  without  charge 
for  tuition,  except  as  provided  for  in  section  ten  of  this  act ;  and 
said  board  of  trustees  shall  fix  all  other  charges  in  said  school  at 
actual  cost. 

TREASURER  OF  COUNTY  FARM-LIFE  SCHOOL. 

Sec.  15.  The  treasurer  of  said  county  shall  be  the  treasurer  of 
said  "county  farm-life  school,"  and  shall  receive  and  disburse  all 
funds  therefor,  keeping  and  rendering  annually  to  the  board  of 
trustees  of  said  school  a  separate  account  of  such  receipts  and 
disbursements:     ProvuJecl,    that    said    treasurer,    if  employed    on 
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salary,  shall  receive  uo  additional  compensation  for  his  services; 
and  if  employed  on  commission  he  shall  receive  as  compensation 
not  to  exceed  one  per  cent  on  all  disbursements  and  nothing  on 
receipts.  The  official  bond  of  said  treasurer  shall  be  responsible 
and  held  liable  for  all  funds  coming  into  his  hands  for  said  school 
to  the  same  extent  as  it. is  liable  for  other  funds  received  by  him 
as  treasurer  of  said  county. 

THE  CORPORATE   NAME. 

Sec.  10.  The  board  of  trustees  of  the  said  "county  farm-life 
school"  and  their  successors  in  office  shall  be  and  are  hereby  con- 
stituted a  body  corporate  by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Board 

of  Trustees  of  the  County  Farm-life  School  of 

County,"  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  contract  and  be 
contracted  with,  purchase,  hold,  and  sell  I'eal  estate  and  personal 
property,  receive  donations  by  gift  or  otherwise,  and  exercise  such 
other  rights  and  privileges  as  are  conferred  by  law  upon  corporate 
bodies.  The  title  to  all  lands  and  other  property  of  the  "county 
farm-life  school"  shall  vest  in  said  board  of  trustees. 

APPROPRIATION  OF  STATE  FUNDS. 

Sec.  17.  Upon  satisfactory  evidence  furnished  to  the  State 
Board  of  Education  that  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  the 
establishment,  maintenance,  and  equipment  of  a  "county  farm-life 
school"  have  been  complied  with  in  any  county,  the  said  State 
Board  of  Education  shall  order  the  State  Superintendent  of  Puli- 
lic  Instruction  to  issue  a  requisition  upon  the  State  Auditor  fur 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  annually  for  the 
maintenance  of  said  school,  and  the  State  Auditor  shall  issue  his 
warrant  in  favor  of  the  county  treasurer  of  said  couutj'  for  said 
amount,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury  and  the 
money  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  "county  farm-life  school"  of  said 
county ;  and  sufficient  moneys  to  pay  said  warrants  are  hereby 
appropriated  out  of  any  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasurer 
not  otherwise  appropriated:  Provided,  however,  that  there  shall 
not  be  established  more  than  ten  such  schools  in  any  one  year,  and 
that  not  more  than  one  such  school  shall  be  established  in  any 
county. 

Sec  is.  That  this  act  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  from  and 
after  its  ratification. 

Ratified  this  the  .3d  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1911. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  BILL 


Maintenance. — Five  tliousMiid  dollars  uimnally  is  provkled  for 
uiaintenauce  aud  support— $2,500  to  be  supplied  by  State  appro- 
priation wbeu  all  required  conditions  are  complied  witb  by  the 
county  and  townships,  and  $2,500  to  be  supplied  by  the  county  or 
township,  or  both,  by  taxation  or  otherwise. 

Equipment. — Before  any  State  appropriation  is  available,  the 
county,  the  township  or  townships,  in  which  the  school  is  located, 
or  all  combined,  must  provide  by  donation  or  bond  issue,  or  both, 
the  following  equipment:  a  school  building  with  recitation  rooms, 
laboratories  and  apparatus  necessary  for  efficient  instruction  in  the 
prescribed  subjects  of  study ;  dormitory  buildings  with  suitable 
accommodations  for  not  less  than  twenty-five  boys  and  twenty-five 
girls;  a  barn  and  dairy  building  with  necessary  equipment;  a  farm 
of  not  less  than  twenty-flve  acres  of  good  arable  land,  which  may 
be  reduced  to  ten  acres  upon  recommendation  of  the  board  of 
trustees  and  presentation  of  satisfactory  reasons  therefor.  The 
entire  equipment  must  be  approved  and  accepted,  after  inspection, 
Ity  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  All  buildings 
nuTSt  be  located  on  the  farm  and  constructed  in  accordance  with 
plans  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
except  that  a  suitable  and  properly  equipped  school  building 
already  constructed,  though  not  located  on  the  farm,  may  be  ac- 
cepted as  part  of  the  equipment,  if  located  within  reasonable  and 
ci'uvenieut  distance  thereof. 

The  machinery  is  provided  for  an  election  by  the  county  or  by 
any  township  or  townships  to  provide  all  or  any  part  of  the  equip- 
ment and  maintenance  by  taxation  and  bond  issue,  if  necessary. 
The  maximum  bond  issue  by  county  and  township  cannot,  how- 
ever, exceed  $25,000  for  equipment.  If  an  election  for  equipment 
and  maintenance  be  held  by  the  county  and  fail,  any  township  or 
any  two  or  more  contiguous  townships  may  hold  an  election  and 
provide  the  necessary  equipment  and  secure  the  farm-life  school. 
In  that  event,  the  board  of  trustees  must  be  selected  from  the 
township  or  townships,  and  free  tuition  is  restricted  to  the  resi- 
dents of  said  township  or  townships  so  providing  for  the  equip- 
ment and  maintenance  of  the  school.  Provision  is  made,  however, 
for  the  county  to  take  over  at  any  time  any  farm-life  school  that 
may  be  thus  secured  by  a  township  or  townships,  and  make  it  a 
farm-life  school  for  the  entire  county  by  assuming,  by  election,  the 
tax  and  bond  issue  for  equipment  and  maintenance  assumed  by  the 
township  or  townships,  and  relieving,  by  county  bond  issue  and 
taxation,  the  township  or  townships  of  obligations  therefor. 

Management  and  Location.— The  school  must  be  under  the  con- 
trol and  the  numagement  of  the  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of 
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one  meiiiber  from  each  towiishii)  in  the  county,  appointed  by  the 
countj-  board  of  education,  with  the  county  suiierintendeut  as  an 
ex  officio  member  and  secretary  thereof.  This  board  also  has  au- 
thority to  locate  the  school,  after  inviting  and  receiving  bids  from 
the  various  townships,  taking  into  consideration  desirability  and 
suitability  of  location  as  well  as  financial  aid  for  maintenance  and 
eiiuipment  offered  bj'  the  various  townships.  The  school  cannot 
be  located  in  any  city  or  in  any  town  of  more  than  one  thousand 
inhabitants  nor  within  two  miles  of  the  corporate  limits  of  any 
city  or  town  of  more  than  tive  thousand  inliabitants.  This  in- 
sures its  location  in  a  rural  community  and  farm-life  atmosphere, 
allowing,  however,  the  utilization,  by  donation,  of  excellent  and 
suitable  school  buildings  in  some  of  the  smaller  villages.  All 
other  buildings,,  however,  are  reciuired  in  all  cases  to  be  located 
on  the  farm. 

Aim. — To  prepare  boys  for  agricultural  pursuits  and  farm  life 
and  to  prepare  girls  for  home-making  and  housekeeping  on  the 
farm;  to  conduct  agricultural  and  farm-life  demonstration  and 
extension  work  throughout  the  county,  in  coi'iperation  with  the 
State  and  National  Departments  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  Col- 
lege of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts;  to  hold  township  and  dis- 
trict meetings  for  the  farmers  and  farmers'  wives  in  all  parts  of 
the  county  from  time  to  time ;  to  cooperate  with  the  county  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  and  the  public  school  teacliers  in 
stimulating,  directing,  and  supervising  farm-life  work  in  the  public 
high  schools  and  elementary  schools,  and  in  providing  instruction 
in  such  work  for  the  teachers  through  the  County  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation and  through  special  short  courses  of  study  for  public  school 
teachers ;  to  provide,  also,  at  said  school  short  courses  of  study  in 
farm-life  subjects  for  adult  farmers  and  their  wives,  and  to  hold 
at  the  school  county  meetings  for  farmers  and  their  wives  for  in- 
struction and  demonstration  work  from  time  to  time. 

High-school  Department. — Provision  has  been  made  for  a  high- 
school  department  to  be  maintained  in  connection  with  each  county 
farm-life  school  that  may  not  be  established  at  the  same  place  with 
some  existing  county  high  school,  and  for  the  merging  of  the 
county  high  school  into  the  high-school  department  of  the  farm- 
life  school  in  case  the  farm-life  school  be  locate<^l  at  the  same  place 
with  a  now  existing  rural  high  school.  This  high-school  depart- 
ment is  to  receive  for  its  maintenance  the  same  appropriation  from 
county  and  State  as  is  now  provided  for  a  first-class  public  high 
school  under  the  public  high-school  act.  ancl  is  to  be  under  the  com- 
jilete  control  and  management  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  the 
principal  of  the  county  farm-life  school,  providing  instruction  in 
all  English  branches  in  the  same  classes  for  students  preparing  for 
farm  life  at  home  and  students  preparing  for  college.  Tuition, 
however,  is  to  be  free  to  all  students  in  any  farm-life  school  and 
to  all  others  attending  the  same  residing  in  the  county,  and  the 
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expense  for  board,  etc.,  canuot  exceed  actual  cost.  Provision  is 
also  made  for  admission  of  students  from  other  counties  upon  pay- 
ment of  moderate  tuition,  sufficient  to  cover  actual  expenses,  to  be 
fixed  by  the  board  of  trustees. 

Qualification  of  Teachers. — As  will  be  seen  by  reading  section  12 
of  the  bill,  provisions  are  made  to  guarantee  the  employment  of 
teachers  properly  qualified  by  education,  special  training,  and  prac- 
tical experience  for  the  work  required. 

REASONS  FOR  ITS  ENACTiVIENT. 

More  than  eight-tenths  of  the  population  of  North  Carolina  live 
in  the  country  and  follow  agricultural  pursuits.  More  than  eight- 
tenths  of  the  children  of  North  Carolina  are  country  children. 
More  than  95  per  cent  of  these  never  enter  college  and  never  re- 
ceive any  preparation  for  citizenship  or  for  making  a  living  except 
what  they  receive  in  the  public  schools  of  their  counties  and  com- 
munities. These  farmers  and  these  children  are  entitled  to  better 
provision  at  home  for  better  preparation  for  the  life  that  most  of 
them  will  spend  and  ought  to  spend  on  the  farm,  in  the  country, 
and  for  such  education  in  the  school  as  will  tend  to  turn  them  to 
country  life,  interest  them  in  it,  and  prepare  them  to  live  it  more 
comfortably,  more  contentedly,  and  more  happily. 

The  farmers  and  the  farmers'  children  are  entitled  to  be  given  a 
chance  to  provide  for  themselves  by  taxation  or  donation  (for  the 
chief  burden  of  the  maintenance  and  equipment  of  the  farm-life 
school  will  fall  on  them)  these  farm-life  schools  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  children,  the  environment  surrounding  them,  and  af- 
fording better  preparation  for  their  life-work.  All  they  ask  is  a 
chance  to  help  themselves  to  do  this,  and  a  little  appropriation  of 
$2,500  annually  from  the  State  Treasury  to  stimulate  and  encour- 
age this  self-help.     Shall  they  not  have  this  chance? 

Some  of  the  Benefits  of  Such  Schools. — The  county  farm-life 
school  would  become  an  intellectual,  industrial,  and  agricultural 
dynamo  for  the  whole  county.  The  instruction  and  training  of 
scores  of  country  boys  and  girls  annually  in  the  best  methods  of 
farming,  dairying,  orcharding,  stock  judging  and  stock  raising,  the 
handling  and  marlieting  of  crops,  cooking,  sewing,  and  other  sub- 
jects pertaining  to  housekeeping  and  home-making  on  the  farm, 
would  send  them  back  to  the  farm  prepared  to  make  farming  more 
profitable,  farm-life  more  livable,  farm  homes  more  comfortable 
and  more  beautiful.  These  in  their  various  communities  would 
become  sources  of  inspiration  and  disseminators  of  agricultural  in- 
formation and  objective  demonstration  for  their  neighbors,  thereby 
greatly  aiding  in  the  improvement  of  agricultural  conditions  of  the 
entire  county  and  in  increasing  the  wealth,  the  taxable  values  of 
all  property,  and  the  general  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  county 
and  the  State.     In  a  word,  the  boys  trained  in  such  a  school  would 
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become,  iu  their  commnuities,  eloquent  apostles  and  living  exam- 
ples of  better  and  more  profitable  farming,  and  the  girls  so  trained 
would  become,  in  their  homes,  living  epistles  known  and  read  of  all 
in  the  sweetest  and  finest  of  all  arts,  the  art  of  making  a  comfort- 
able and  beautiful  home  in  the  best  environment  in  the  world  for 
such  a  home — the  very  heart  of  nature. 

Such  a  school,  in  the  second  place,  could  and  would,  through  its 
faculty,  carry  on  most  valuable  extension  and  demonstration  work 
among  the  farmers  and  their  wives  in  all  parts  of  the  county, 
meeting  with  them  from  time  to  time  in  their  communities  for 
instruction  and  demonstration  iu  all  things  pertaining  to  their 
farm  life  and  work,  in  this  way  carrying  to  them  the  new  truth 
;ind  the  new  light,  and  pointing  them  to  the  better  way.  From 
time  to  time,  these  farmers  and  their  wives  could  and  would  be 
gathered  about  the  school  for  instruction,  for  inspiration,  for  social- 
izing, for  organization  and  cooperation. 

In  this  and  other  ways  such  a  school  would  indeed  prove  a  con- 
tinual dynamo  of  agricultural  interest  and  farm-life  instruction 
and  inspiration.  Through  it  the  larger  agencies  of  the  A.  and  M. 
College,  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  National 
Department  of  Agriculture  could  operate  more  effectively  and  suc- 
cessfully, and  the  interest  aroused  by  these  larger  agencies  could 
l)e  husbanded,  applied,  and  permanently  continued.  The  work  of 
the  school  could  be  correlated  with  the  college,  and  many  a  boy 
and  girl  would  be  inspired  by  the  taste  of  better  things  to  drink 
more  deeply  at  the  larger  fountain  ever  flowing  in  copious  streams 
in  their  colleges  and  to  prepare  themselves  for  splendid  leadership. 

Such  a  school  Avould  become  a  county  training  school  for  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  rural  school  teachers,  in  agricultural  as  well 
as  literary  subjects.  The  head  of  the  agricultural  department  of 
such  a  school  would  be  made  the  supervisor  of  agricultural  in- 
struction in  all  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  and  in  cooperation 
with  the  ct)unty  superintendent,  through  instruction  of  the  county 
teachers  in  the  meetings  of  their  county  teachers"  association,  and 
through  visitation  of  the  schools  with  the  county  superintendent 
from  time  to  time,  could  aid  in  creating  a  farm-life  atmosphere  in 
the  rural  schools  and  in  bringing  into  them  such  simple  elementary 
instruction  in  agriculture  as  would  be  made  practical  and  effective 
through  intelligent  and  interested  teachers  under  intelligent  instruc- 
tion. It  would  be  altogether  possible  and  practicable  for  success- 
ful work  in  agriculture,  cooking  sewing,  and  other  housekeeping 
subjects  to  be  carried  on  under  supervision  of  the  teachers  in  the 
county  farm-life  school  on  a  smaller  scale  in  other  high  schools 
of  the  county,  and  perhaps  in  a  number  of  the  other  public  schools, 
especially  in  the  local-tax  schools  with  two  or  more  teachers. 

The  whole  lump  w^ould  finally  be  leavened.  Intelligence  would 
demand  and  more  money  would  command  for  country  life,  good 
roads,  good  schools,  good  churches,  good  vehicles,  and  the  thou- 
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sands  of  comforts  and  conveniences  that  break  up  the  isolation  of 
country  life  and  bring  into  it  all  the  best  of  city  life  without  its 
worst.  Thus,  indeed,  by  training  the  children  to  find  and  make  the 
most  of  the  countless  treasures  God  has  hidden  in  soil  and  stream, 
in  rock  and  tree,  in  plant  and  air  and  cloud,  would  the  country  life 
be  transformed  into  the  ideal  life,  and  couiitry  men  and  women 
enter  into  the  rich  inheritance  prepared  from  the  beginning  for 
them — a  healthful  life  of  freedom,  fullness,  sweetness,  peace,  and 
beauty.  Then  will  men  desire  it  more,  seek  it  more,  and  live  it 
more  contentedly  and  happily. 

Some  will  say  that  the  picture  is  overdrawn.  Not  so.  It  but 
inadequately  portrays  what  we  have  already  seen  the  beginning  of 
in  other  favored  portions  of  our  own  land.  Only  through  the  por- 
tals of  such  a  school  as  we  have  endeavored  to  describe  can  our 
own  country  boys  and  girls  enter  into  and  possess  this  promised 
land  lying  all  about  them.  Shall  we  provide  it.  or  shall  we  not? 
The  cost  of  the  schools  will  be  as  nothing  compared  with  the  rich- 
ness in  money  and  in  life  that  they  will  bring  through  the  ]3assing 
years.  If  we  can  but  start  them  now  and  set  them  at  their  ever- 
lasting work,  the  battle  will  be  won.  for  the  people,  seeing  and 
enjoying  their  beneficent  work,  will  be  more  able  and  more  willing 
to  give  for  their  maintenance  and  enlargement  as  the  years  go  by. 
These  schools  will  become  an  organic  part  of  the  county  school 
system,  and  will  bind  the  farmers  in  interest  and  enthusiasm  more 
closely  to  the  whole  system  and  make  it  easier  to  secure  the  means 
and  the  interest  for  the  successful  maintenance  of  the  entire 
system. 

County  schools  of  this  sort  are  in  successful  operation  in  many 
States  of  the  Middle  West.  Perhaps  the  most  successful  are  those 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  which  are  very  similar  to  those  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act  for  North  Carolina.  About  ten  years  ago  they 
began  with  one  such  school  in  Wisconsin.  It  took  hold  of  life  and 
conditions  in  the  coimtry  as  they  existed,  busied  itself  with  the 
practical  everyday  problems  and  tasks  of  farm  life  and  work  and 
with  finding  practical  and  more  profitable  ways  of  doing  these.  It 
had  to  win  its  way  slowly.  The  farmers  of  the  county  in  which 
it  was  located  had  to  be  convinced  of  its  value  and  necessity  by 
results  obtained,  by  the  practical  benefits  they  observed  and  de- 
rived from  its  work. 

As  the  farmers  of  the  county  in  which  it  was  located  saw  and 
felt  the  uplifting  and  transforming  power  of  its  work  in  their 
homes  and  on  their  farms,  they  rallied  enthusiastically  to  its  sup- 
port, and  it  became  their  pride.  Farmers  of  other  counties  began 
to  take  notice  of  its  successful  work,  and  some  of  the  more  intel- 
ligent of  them  began  to  demand  a  similar  school  and  to  work  for 
it.  There  are  now  twenty-seven  of  these  schools  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  They  form  the  most  effective 
means  for  disseminating  among  the  masses  of  the  people  a  knowl- 
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edge  of  t'aruiiii.i;  nud  farm  life,  that  has  been  worth  already  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  increased  products  on  account  of  their  improved 
nualit.v;  and  Wisconsin  has  been  transformed  into  one  of  the  lead- 
ing agricultural  States  of  this  country,  though  her  natural  advant- 
ages of  soil  and  climate  do  not  compare  with  those  of  North  Caro- 
lina. What  these  schools  have  been  worth  in  the  transformation  of 
the  life  in  the  farm  homes,  through  the  knowledge  and  training 
given  to  the  hundreds  of  country  girls  in  these  schools,  cannot  be 
measured  in  paltry  dollars.  These  schools,  therefore,  are  no  longer 
an  experiment,  but  a  demonstrated  success  in  other  States. 

The  Demand  for  It. — Forty  thousand  farmers,  through  the  farm- 
ers' unions  of  the  State,  have  asked  for  these  schools,  have  in- 
dorsed this  bill,  and  through  committees  of  the  State  Farmers" 
Union  earnestly  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  their  request 
for  its  enactment.  The  teachers  and  county  superintendents  of 
public  instruction  of  the  State,  by  resolutions  and  committees  of 
the  North  Carolina  Teachers'  Assembly  and  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion of  County  Superintendents,  unanimously  asked  for  these 
schools  and  urged  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
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